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Services - March 2022

Material for the April 2022 issue of Contact should be sent to
contact.magazine@standrewspw.org.uk by 1st March but the earlier
the better! (If you do not have access to email please call the Church
Office on 01892 837617).  The theme is Easter:  New Life and Hope.
The editor reserves the right to amend, curtail or refuse contributions.
Cover Photo - David Laker

6th 9.00 am Holy Communion
10.30 am Holy Communion

13th   9.00 am Holy Communion
10.30 am Church Lite

20th   9.00 am Holy Communion
10.30 am Holy Communion
  4.45 pm Messy Church

27th   9.00 am Holy Communion
10.30 am Morning Worship

How to book to attend a church service:
● Use Churchsuite (if you are signed up to that)

● Via the website: www.standrewspw.org.uk
click on the service you want to attend, enter your name into the
sign-up box and click confirm

● No Internet, then phone the Parish Office 01892 837617

St Andrew’s Church, Maidstone Road
Paddock Wood, Kent TN12 6DZ
Tel: (01892) 837617
Email: office@standrewspw.org.uk
www.standrewspw.org.uk

Office Opening Hours
Monday  - Friday:
9 am - 1.00 pm & 2 pm - 5 pm

FAIR TRADE SHOP
OPENING TIMES

Monday  to Friday Mornings
10.00 am -12.30pm

Tuesday Afternoon
 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm

Sunday Morning 11.30 - 12 noon



Reading the Bible
‘What did the rod Moses had turn
into?’, Hanna asked Paddock Wood
Primary Fun Club, St Andrew’s after
school club for 5- and 6-year-olds.
Immediately a girl answered, ‘A
snake!’. This was last week’s story and
she had remembered. I am guessing
you all knew the answer?! I dread
quizzes having a Bible section as I feel
all eyes are on me! It was refreshing to
hear the story of Moses in detail. It is a
wonderful way for the children to hear
and to engage with the Bible.

How do you engage with the bestseller
of all time? Do you believe God speaks
through the Bible today?

Cliff College is a Methodist Bible
School in Derbyshire. Among the
many courses it offers is a Bible
Engagement week-long course
designed to stretch, inform and inspire.
Although some think a Minister knows
all there is to know already (not so!), I
took part in the course during my
sabbatical in 2020. We explored
whether the terms here may be useful
to describe the Bible:

A) A sacrament (an outward sign of
God’s grace at work, God meeting with
us).

B) An engine (that drives us to
discipleship: the Bible drives us to ‘reach
up’, ‘reach in’ and ‘reach out’).

C) Revelation (the Bible is a witness to
God revealing himself to us)

I wonder what you think? Maybe you
would add something for a D) perhaps.

The Bible is a channel through which we
encounter God and his love and life are
revealed.

At a Conference with Dr Andrew
Ollerton, creator of The Bible Course
(2018), I was challenged to consider
the question: ‘Have we lost the Bible
in our own backyard’? Or bookshelf,
or Church, or nation? It is an
interesting question.

The Old Testament tells of King Josiah
and the situation of the Israelites just
before they were exiled in Babylon.
They rediscover the word of God and
it changes the storyline. They had
drifted away from God’s word. When
they rediscovered the book of the law
in the Temple, Josiah tore his robes.
Would we be like that as a church if
we rediscover what may have been
lost? The engine can then be restarted?
The revelation can happen? ‘They’d
lost the Bible in their own backyard’.

Perhaps this is a wake-up call to
rediscover the centrality of the Bible.
In 2 Kings 23 Josiah models two
principles: the Bible belongs to all the
people; the Bible is the word of God.

At St Andrews we engage with the
Bible in services, home groups and in
personal Bible study. It is central to

From the Methodist Minister:
Rev Sharon Lovelock
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our worship (in our daily lives). Here
are two further suggestions for reading
the Bible:
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-
faith/the-bible/a-word-in-time/ is a daily
online short Bible study with a passage
of the Bible, a short comment and a
prayer. I also personally recommend
this book: How to read the Bible so that
it makes a difference, by Mike Parsons,
produced by The Bible Reading
Fellowship (2020).

Some at St Andrews have engaged
with the Bible Course, an eight session
interactive course giving tools and
skills to apply to everyday life.
‘Whether you are new to the Bible or
want to go deeper ... it shows how all
the books, characters and events fit
together to form one BIG story, from
Genesis to Revelation’. Please do
contact one of the Church leadership
team if you would like to join a course.

Reading the Bible
I don’t usually make New Year resolutions, but several years ago I set myself the
task of reading my Bible on a more regular basis. But where to start?  I began by
using the daily readings suggested in Day by Day, frequently not managing to do
so on a daily basis, sometimes doing a “binge” read once a week when I had a
quiet evening to myself!  I gradually found that I needed something to give me a
better understanding of the passages, their historical and cultural context and a
deeper spiritual appreciation, so I started taking Bible Reading Notes.  These
notes usually focus on a section of a book of the Bible, or a particular theme, and
are written by various contributors from all denominations.  I find that I relate to
some of the contributors more readily than to others, and some of the topics can
be really challenging, but I am learning so much and gaining a deeper
understanding of God’s plan for all of His creation, including me.

Alongside reading the Bible, my prayer life has also developed as I ask for insight
into God’s Word before I start to read, and thank Him for so many blessings in
my life.  I am surprised how often a verse or just a sentence from the reading
really resonates with my particular situation and the issues that are important to
me.  How amazing that words written long ago should still be so relevant today, I
find that a comfort as well.

I also enjoy reading the Bible as part of a Home
Group, where we study, debate and discuss
various topics.  Hearing other opinions gives a
deeper awareness and offers different
viewpoints of a particular book or character in
the Bible.  I greatly value the support and
encouragement that being part of the group
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offers, even though we have only been able to meet via Zoom these past 18
months.

Whilst I don’t always manage to read my Bible every day (although I know I
should), when I do so, I find it prepares me to face the challenges of the coming
day, strengthens my faith and gives me the reassurance that Jesus will be with me
whatever lies ahead.

Bible Reading Notes and other resources can be ordered through the Fair Trade
Shop (you can email me: barbara.farnham@talktalk.net).

Barbara Farnham

Fair Trade Shop – March
The days are slowly getting longer and spring is on its
way - hooray! Here at The Fair Trade Shop, we are
preparing a great selection of goodies, ready for some
special dates coming up soon.

Mothering Sunday is on 27th March this year and if you’re looking for a present
for Mum, do come in and browse our fabulous Fair Trade crafts and gifts. From
scarves (made from recycled wool, in a beautiful array of styles and colours) to
washbags, bright mugs, Himalayan salt lamps and glitzy trinket boxes - you are
sure to find an ideal gift.

Looking ahead to Easter, we will be stocking up on Easter eggs and other
chocolate treats! All fair trade and totally delicious, the Meaningful Chocolate
Company, Divine and Cocoa Loco are among some of the names you can expect
to see in the shop. Whether you are looking for a treat for yourself, or are
preparing an Easter egg hunt, we’ll have something for everyone. If you are
looking for some ideas for the kids, ‘The Real Easter Egg’ comes with a story-
activity booklet, which tells the story of Easter. We also have make-your-own
chocolate truffle kits from Cocoa Loco - a fun activity and perfect for the Easter
holidays. As well as edible treats, we will also be stocking a small selection of
Easter cards (some locally made).

Be sure to check our Facebook page for current shop opening times, updates and
news on new fair trade items in stock.

We can also take requests! If you see something on the Traidcraft website
www.traidcraftshop.co.uk that you would like us to order, just let us know, by
either visiting us at the shop or emailing fairtradeshop@standrewspw.org.uk.
We’ll do our best to accommodate your request.

Diary Date: Spring Craft and Cream Tea Event - Saturday 14thMay



 4 March 2022

Money is the Root of All Evil…
Isn't it?  Well actually, no.  I'm sure we've all come across this expression; really
it's a misquotation of a Bible passage which reads, in the old King James Version:
“For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after,
they have erred from the faith” (1 Timothy 6:10).  I was surprised to find just
how many expressions originally found in 17th Century scripture have worked
their way into everyday use.  After a quick search online I realised that in many
cases I had had no idea exactly where the following expressions originated:

1. AT THE ELEVENTH HOUR
This one may have appeared without any Biblical intervention, but it has been
credited to the Parable of the Labourers (Matthew 20:1-16) where workers
hired at almost the end of the day receive the same reward as those taken on
earlier.

2.  AT YOUR WIT'S END
Psalm 107 talks about seafarers being thrown about in a storm so that “they reel
to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their wit's end”.

3.  THE BLIND LEADING THE BLIND
This one is interesting in that it may have been a well-known saying by the time it
appeared in the New Testament, as the Roman poet Horace used similar
wording in the 1st Century BC.  However, it was also used by Jesus when he
referred to the Pharisees: “Leave them; they are blind guides.  If the blind lead
the blind, both will fall into a pit.”  (Matthew 15:14).

4.  BY THE SKIN OF YOUR TEETH
Job, in the Old Testament, is put through a series of trials, but eventually escapes
“with the skin of my teeth” (Job 19:20) – the usual interpretation being that he
escaped by the narrowest of margins.

5.  EAT, DRINK AND BE MERRY
This expression is re-quoted later in the Bible but first appears in Ecclesiastes:
“Man hath no better thing under the sun, than to eat, and to drink, and to be
merry.” (Ecclesiastes 8:15).

6.  TO FALL BY THE WAYSIDE
Nowadays taken to mean something not seen through to completion, the
earliest known use comes from the Parable of the Sower, where Jesus says:
“some (seed) fell by the wayside; and it was trodden down, and the fowls of the
air devoured it”. (Luke 8:5).
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7.  A FLY IN THE OINTMENT
Back to Ecclesiastes for this one.  “Dead flies cause the ointment of the
apothecary to send forth a stinking savour” can be found in Ecclesiastes 10:1.
The modern wording, 'a fly in the ointment', first appeared in the early 1700s.

8.  A MILLSTONE AROUND YOUR NECK
This expression for a burden has featured in English since the early 18th Century.
It originates from Jesus' stern warning that, “it were better for him that a
millstone were hanged about his neck, and he cast into the sea, than that he
should offend one of these little ones”. (Luke 17:2).

9.  A LEOPARD CANNOT CHANGE ITS SPOTS
Implying that it is impossible to change the way someone is meant to be, this
originates from the book of Jeremiah (13:23), that asks: “Can the Ethiopian
change his skin, or the leopard his spots?”

10.  LIKE A LAMB TO THE SLAUGHTER
Referring these days to someone blissfully unaware of a disaster about to happen
to them, this phrase was originally a prophecy by Isaiah (53:7): “He is brought as
a lamb to the slaughter”, which looks forward centuries to the day on which
Jesus would be led out to be crucified for us.

These aren't the only expressions in everyday use that have their roots in the
Authorised Version of the Bible. If you would like to find some more, a search
for 'bible expressions' at www.mentalfloss.com, for example, will take you to a
fuller list by Paul Anthony Jones, to whom I'm indebted for the explanations given
here.  Also, a search for 'common English sayings' at www.unlockingthebible.org
will reveal even more.

David Laker

Tonbridge & Malling Ramblers
Our friendly group is one of 13 Ramblers groups in Kent and part of
the national Ramblers walking organisation. You don’t have to be a
Ramblers member to try out a couple of walks with us, to help you
decide if you’d like to join.

Advance booking is not required; you can just turn up on the day. However, if you
are new to our walks, it’s a good idea to contact the walk leader beforehand to
check that their walk will suit you. Walks usually finish at a local pub. There is a
short break about half-way through the walk (bring refreshments).

For meeting points, walk leader contacts and any late changes (for example due to
bad weather), see the programme link at: www.tonbridgandmallingramblers.org.uk.
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Bible Reading with our Children
For many parents, reading the Bible with their children can seem a bit of a
challenge.  After all, the Bible is a BIG book.  Some may think it could be a bit
‘heavy’ for their children, or feel that they are not ‘qualified’ to answer any
questions that their children may raise.  But many parents still want to introduce
the Bible to their children, introducing them to God and Jesus and the
importance of having a relationship with God, but unsure how to do so.

But WHY should we read the Bible with our children?  Well we’re told that “All
Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us
realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches
us to do what is right.  God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every
good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

So HOW can we read the Bible with our children and make it a meaningful
experience for them?

Reading the Bible and Sharing your Faith starts at home.  So share your faith by
reading your favourite Bible stories with your child.  Find a good children’s Bible
(there are loads available such as ‘The Candle Bible for Toddlers’, the ‘Beginners
Bible’, the ‘Lion Storyteller Bible’ which I use at Fun Club, and ‘The Jesus
Storybook Bible’, which we currently use at our Messy Church Services.

I recently found an acrostic about Reading the Bible and Sharing our Faith with
our children which you might find useful:

R – READ  As you read to your children, you are helping to ‘feed’ them.
    Just as you eat food every day to keep you strong and healthy,
    reading the Bible with your children will help them to grow
    spiritually, to grow stronger in their relationship with God.

E – ENGAGE Try to engage your children with the story.  Sometimes you can
    stop during the story and ask them what they think might happen
    next, or after the story you can could ask them what they
    enjoyed about the story.

A – APPLY  As Christians, we’re called to live out the words we read in the
    Bible.  Encourage your child to think of ways of being ‘doers’ of
    the Word, not just recipients. E.g. if you were to read the Good
    Samaritan, encourage them to think of ways that they could be a
    good neighbour, and encourage them as they try to live their
    ideas out.

D – DISCUSS Don’t forget to discuss the Bible reading afterwards with your
    child.  Allow them time to share what they think about the
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story/reading and give them a chance to ask questions if they
    have any.  Being able to explain what you have just read is a huge
    part of the retention process.  Don’t worry if you can’t answer
    all their questions, but be honest and open and willing to ‘dig in’
    to God’s Word together to talk through things.

Also, don’t forget to PRAY both WITH your child and FOR your child and also
to live by example.  If your child sees you praying and reading the Bible and
putting into practice what you are learning, they will see it as part of their
everyday family life – something normal, a habit which they too can develop.
After all, isn’t that what you want for them: to have a personal relationship with
our Lord and Saviour?

So finally, be ENCOURAGED – read the Bible with your children and, as they
get older, ENCOURAGE them to read the Bible for themselves too!  God will
bless you and them as you do so!

Hanna Rosser
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Two years ago, I read the Bible in a
year, using the free online Bible in One
Year (BIOY) app produced by Nicky
Gumbel (founder of Alpha courses) on
my mobile phone. It was great.

OK, so having done that, what next?!!
Do Christians retire? Er, no!

In 2021, I did a lite course of 365 short
readings with brilliant short
commentaries called “Good Morning”
by Modupe Adebayo Babalola. It is only
available as a book, it is not online. I
fully recommend it for its uplifting
passages from the Bible, combined
with calls to action.

At the start of 2022, I was ready again
for something deeper. I am not a fan of
Bible commentaries focused on liturgy,
but Lectio 365 is a good app if you are.
I enjoy short series Bible studies, but
find they work best in a home group,
as it prompts a good discussion.

So I decided to do BIOY all over again!
Some of the commentary leaves me
feeling “I have read that before”, but
what amazes me is the sheer depth of
the Bible; this year I am seeing new
things in the Bible compared to what I
recall from 2020.

BIOY is an app which can be found
easily in the app store on a mobile

phone. Each day, you are guided to
read a Psalm or Proverb, a section of
the New Testament and a section of
the Old Testament. Each of the three
is followed by a short commentary and
a suggested prayer. All the Bible
readings are contained within the app,
so you don’t need to have your Bible
with you.

The plus points of BIOY are that
everything is in one place, the
commentary is high quality, and it does
what it says and gets you through the
Bible in a year, largely in the sequence
of the Bible.

Any negatives? Maybe that there is no
seasonality in it, so you are into the
second half of Revelation as one of
your Christmas day readings. There
are chapters which I know I will skim
(genealogies, some of Job, and detailed
temple measurements). And most
Bible courses including BIOY, although
they contain items for prayer, are not
a substitute for your own prayer time.

All said, I really encourage you to daily
reading of the Bible and can
recommend BIOY. Man shall not live
on bread alone!

Chris Sutton

The Bible in One Year

Answers to 5 Letter Anagrams
1 Uncle / Niece
2 Ebony / Ivory
3 Venom / Toxin

4 Aroma / Smell
5 Aloof / Proud
6 Track / Trace
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Mission Partner
Update: Scripture
Union Hungary
St. Andrew’s has had links with Scripture Union Hungary for many years and,
although we have been unable to go out and help with the English-Speaking
Summer camps for some time, we are regularly in touch with Tamas Daxner, the
National Leader.

In his latest update, Tamas explained that they had been able to go ahead with 6
Summer camps, seeing 220 children. There were many challenges beforehand,
with the uncertainty whether the UK volunteers, who normally help to run the
camps, would be able to travel. Unfortunately, no UK volunteers could attend,
but Hungarian English-speaking volunteers stepped forward to fill the gaps. In the
summer camps, the children have English lessons, fun games and also hear the
gospel through drama, testimonies and songs.

Another side of Scripture Union’s work in Hungary is publishing materials to help
explore the bible. An update to the work this year has been the launch of a
mobile app version of their youth bible reading notes. This is a new way to
support young people to read the Bible, and helps with costs as paper and
printing costs have been rising.

The Christianity Explored course is also produced in Hungarian by Scripture
Union and courses are run in local churches. Dora dr. Dudas Melenge shares an
experience of the course:

“The course started, we studied Mark’s gospel in great depth, and I learned a lot from
others on the course. I was able to boldly ask the questions which concerned me, and
no one said they were foolish or bad thoughts. Then my father suddenly died. From this
point forward the sessions took on a completely different importance for me, the bible
passages we read helped with bearing my grief and the working through my grief just as
the presence of my companions and their testimonies also helped.”

We continue to partner with Scripture Union Hungary and pray for them
regularly. We thank God for the work of Tamas and his team, making the Bible
and the gospel message more accessible to all ages.

Sarah-Joy Woodcock
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Hymn Corner
“The Lord is My Shepherd”
So many hymns have lyrics lifted straight out of the
Bible: why improve upon perfection, after all? Some
nab the odd line or phrase, whereas others are settings
of an entire passage with every word directly taken
from scripture. “Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God”, a
double chorus from the 1970s, is an example of the
latter; lyricist Karen Lafferty didn’t change a single word
from the Bible. Oratorio is an entire genre of religious
music where the words are often fully biblical, as in
Handel’s Messiah.

The Bible itself, of course, contains many songs (curiously
the Song of Songs in the Old Testament is not a song or
songs!). We know 150 of them as psalms. The psalms probably weren’t written
by King David, as is often claimed, but we do know they were written to be sung,
and still are sung or chanted in many churches and chapels across the world.

No psalm has been set to music more in modern times than Psalm 23, which
begins, “the Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want”. The symbolism is very
comforting. God is our shepherd, foreshadowing Jesus as the Good Shepherd
(John 10), leading us to green pastures with “goodness and mercy” going with us
forever. In the agrarian society of ancient Israel, this pastoral metaphor would
have been highly resonant.

You may well be familiar with several musical settings of Psalm 23, but each takes
a different attitude to the text! Stuart Townend (of “In Christ Alone” fame)
wrote his take on Psalm 23 in 1996. The verses are taken verbatim from the
Bible, but Townend adds a chorus: “and I will trust in you alone, for your endless
mercy follows me, your goodness will lead me home”, a paraphrase of the
psalm’s final line.

Paraphrase is a common approach to psalms amongst hymnists who want to use
the Bible’s words but also want them to scan and to rhyme! In 1650, this
paraphrase first appeared in the Scottish Psalter – “the Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll
not want, he makes me down to lie in pastures green, he leadeth me the quiet
waters by” – most famously set to music more than 200 years later by Scotland’s
Jessie Seymour Irvine. Her father was the minister of Crimond Church and so
her still very popular tune was named “Crimond”. Another common paraphrase
is “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”, by Henry Baker.
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Anyone who is anyone from the world of church music has had a go at setting
Psalm 23, from Johann Sebastian Bach to John Rutter, Franz Liszt to Franz
Schubert, Ralph Vaughan Williams to Graham Kendrick. But words from Psalm
23 have also been sampled by countless secular musicians: the jazz of Duke
Ellington, the rock of Pink Floyd, the rap of Tupac Shakur and Kanye West.
Those familiar with Coolio’s 1995 hip-hop smash “Gangsta’s Paradise” know it
begins with “as I walk through the valley of the shadow of death”, lifted straight
from scripture!

And it would be amiss not to mention one more setting of Psalm 23: Howard
Goodall’s theme tune to the BBC sitcom, The Vicar of Dibley! Goodall at first
intended it to be a serious piece of choral music (it is sung over the credits by
the choir of Christ Church Cathedral in Oxford), but it has become forever
associated with the misadventures of Dawn French and her parishioners!

Peter Hammerton

HELP PADDOCK WOOD SHAPE ITS OWN FUTURE

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN CONSULTATION
Many thanks to everyone who previously provided ideas for inclusion in the
Neighbourhood Plan.  We have used these to prepare a draft plan and now seek
your feedback on this.

The purpose of the Plan is to enhance the built and natural environment within
Paddock Wood. The Plan includes policies which will help shape future
development up to 2038.  These policies will focus on sustainable design, housing,
green spaces, local heritage and facilities.

The consultation runs for 8 weeks from 28th February 2022 to 25th April
2022.  You can also view the proposals in Barsley’s Department Store, the
Library and the Paddock Wood Town Council Office.

To find out more please visit one of our drop-in events
at the Day Centre, Commercial Road:

Friday 18th March 6-8pm
Saturday 19th March 1.30 – 4pm

Please complete the questionnaire on the Town Council website or by hand,
returning it to the Town Council Offices by 25th April and share your thoughts
on the draft Neighbourhood Plan

To find out more about the Neighbourhood Plan please visit the town council
website: https://paddockwood-tc.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plan/
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For the love of our Wesley Centre
Our precious Wesley Centre is the
only Victorian building left in Paddock
Wood for public use. The building and
its surrounding land is valued by
residents and we know because people
continue to tell us. It was of course
once a Methodist Church and we are
lucky that Rev Stuart Radford wrote a
book to record the history.

The new Methodist Church was
planned from 1886 and completed in
1888. Methodists would have
worshipped at East Peckham,
Brenchley or Laddingford before this,
as part of what was known as the
Sevenoaks Circuit.

Methodism grew rapidly. In 1892,
there were 99 attending Sunday
School in Paddock Wood. and in 1897,
the circuit took a bold step to appoint
a second minister.

Stuart Radford’s book records how
WW2 had an impact on the activities
of the Church. Post-war discussions
promoted development with St
Andrew’s Church and ‘walking with
the Anglicans’. A shared building
scheme with St Andrew’s was
proposed that led ultimately to the
idea of selling the Wesley Centre to
build the new halls at St Andrew’s.  An
early attempt to gain planning
permission for 15 flats failed, as did a
subsequent appeal. Further attempts
to sell failed, so it was not meant to
be!

The Borough Council saved the day
and purchased it in 1996. The keys

were handed to the then Mayor of the
Borough of Tunbridge Wells, Ruth
Baker, at a special ceremony on 21
December 1996. Ruth’s husband was
Dr John Baker a well-known GP, who
had been involved with the original
discussions with St Andrew’s.

On 22 January 1998, the building was
reopened as the Citizens Advice
Bureau and Community Hall funded by
Tunbridge Wells Borough Council.

Today, the Community Advice Centre
is opposite the Wesley Centre in
Commercial Road, while the
Community Storehouse and Heritage
Paddock Wood occupy the original
building. KCC facilities, such as the
Children’s Centre and classes, take
place in the hall and, when the weather
allows, on the land at the rear.

Heritage Paddock Wood (HPW) are in
discussion with Kent County Council
and Tunbridge Wells Borough Council
to create a great facility here for the
future. These aspirations follow in the
footsteps of those who cared enough
to preserve this special site, at the
heart of our town.

If you also love our Wesley Centre
please share your thoughts and pray
for a successful outcome.
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Coffee Morning
St Andrew’s Church Hall
Friday 11th March

10.00 - 11.30
Cakes    Craft Stalls

Raffle

“An evening with Mr. Handel”,
including “Zadok the Priest”, Coronation Anthems,

and excerpts from “Messiah”, with orchestra and soloist

Saturday 19th March 2022, 7.30 p.m.
 at St. Andrew’s Church, Maidstone Road, Paddock Wood, TN12 6DZ

Tickets will be available on our website:  www.paddockwood-choral.org.uk,  or
email: tickets@paddockwood-choral.org.uk

Paddock Wood & District Lions Club

Big Band Night
Friday 18th March 7.30 pm at Matfield Village Hall

An Evening Concert featuring the Invicta Jazz Orchestra
Tickets £10  Licensed Bar (no bring your own)

Contact: 07803 083263
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Paddock Wood Town Council
What do you get for your Council Tax?
The Town Council has set its budget
and agreed a ‘precept’ (annual amount
to pay for costs) of £500,976.81 for
2022/2023. This equates to a 3.6%
increase on the previous year. What
does the Town Council element of
your council tax bill fund?

Paddock Wood Town Council owns
and pays for the upkeep of: 5 playing
fields plus pavilions; 5 children’s play
areas and the skateboard park; Foal
Hurst Wood, Orchard Meadow &
Green Lane Spinney; the New
Cemetery and Closed Church Yard;
the War Memorial and Town Centre
benches; Town Council offices and St
Andrew’s Hall at St Andrew’s Playing
Fields; Town Council workshops at the
Memorial Field; open spaces at Cobbs
Close, White’s Corner and Mount
Pleasant; 5 balancing ponds; 3
allotment sites; 5 bus shelters. These
sites are looked after by a full-time
Estates Manager and two full-time
groundsmen.

The Town Council also funds the
hanging baskets and planters in the
Town Centre as well as the Christmas
lights and trees. This year is the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Year, and it is
hoped to have “Royal” colours for the
hanging baskets. The Town Council
has budgeted £10,000 for Jubilee

Celebrations.  Look out for details of
plans as they develop.

The Town Council funds the cost of
the annual Remembrance Sunday
Parade.  It has also purchased and
maintains 4 defibrillators.

The Town Council leases the Day
Centre from the Borough Council and
is responsible for the running costs and
maintenance of the building.  The
Town Centre toilets are also funded
by the Town Council.

The figure includes £60,000 for the
new Community Centre.  Planning
permission for the new Community
Centre was granted in October. In
December, the Council placed the
contract with local firm Baxall to
construct the building.  It is hoped that
building work will start in the spring.
Two new LTA-compliant tennis courts,
a new cricket wicket and
improvements to the Memorial
Pavilion are all included in the project.

The Planning & Environment
Committee meets twice a month to
comment on local planning
applications.
Due to the level
of planned
development in
the Borough
Council’s Local
Plan, the Town
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Council has set aside £20,000 to pay
for professional support at the
forthcoming Local Plan Inspection.  A
further £5,000 has been allocated for
the completion of the Neighbourhood
Plan.

The grant to the Community Advice
Centre has been increased from
£10,000 to £12,000 for the coming
year, and a contribution of £9,700 is
made towards the running costs of
Putlands Sports and Leisure Centre.

The council is administered by a full-
time Town Clerk and a part-time
Deputy Clerk & Assistant
Clerk/Financial Officer based in The
Podmore Building, St Andrew’s Road.

Full details about the Town Council
can be found on its website
www.paddockwood-tc.gov.uk or by
contacting the Clerk on 01892 837373,
clerk@paddockwoodtc.co.uk

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS
Funerals
17th January Linda Prior of Tunbridge Wells  Age 69

18th January  Elisa (Lisa) Smith of Catts Place  Age 40

21st January Ian Evans of Forest Road     Age 47
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Parish Prayer
Tuesdays, Wednesdays

& Thursdays
9.00 - 9.30 am

in The Wallis Room
All welcome

Coffee Shop
Tuesdays & Wednesdays

10.00 - 12 noon
in The Foyer
All welcome

Open House
Fridays

10.30 - 12 noon
in The Wallis Room

All welcome

Paddock Wood and District Active
Retirement Association

March 17th St Andrew’s from 2 – 4 pm
Ann Lovelace : with Poems and Angus Singing

For information, contact Jackie Root (PW 835985, jackie.fog@talktalk.net)

Paddock Wood WI
Meeting: Thursday 3rd March at 2pm

“The Royal Vase” - Speaker Dorothy Cox
Visitors Welcome
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Diary Dates
2nd March  7.45 pm Ash Wednesday Service (St Peter’s Pembury)
8th March  12.30 pm Lent Lunch (every Tuesday until 8th April)
10th March 10.30am Friends Together (Bereavement support)
10th March 7.45 pm Lent Course (every Tuesday until 8th April)
24th March 10.30 am Friends Together (Bereavement support)
9th April   8.30 am Spring Clear Up
14th April   10.30 am Friends Together (Bereavement support)
14th April   7.00 pm Maundy Thursday Event
26th April  8.00 pm Alpha Online (most Tuesdays until 12th July)

Children and Youth Contact Details
Children & Families Worker

Little Pickles

Hanna Rosser

Mondays (term time)

01892 837617 / 07775 854129

9.45 am - 11.30 am
Voyagers Sunday mornings 10.00 am

Youth Worker Sarah-Joy Woodcock 01892 837617
Survivors Sunday mornings 10.00 am
Pathfinders (age 11 - 14) Tuesdays (term time) 7.15 pm
New Gen (age 15+) Wednesday evenings

New Gen from 7.30 pm

Parish Safeguarding Reps
safeguarding@standrewspw.org.uk

Carol Williams
Felicity Lusted

07955 804104

For information about joining
Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers

 Telephone Jo Hillas-Smith on 01892 838660

For information about joining
Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers

 email: pwdistrictcommissioners@outlook.com

mailto:safeguarding@standrewspw.org.uk


Who to contact
CONTACT is published each month by the Anglican and Methodist Church of St
Andrew, Paddock Wood.  Views expressed in CONTACT are not necessarily
those of the church as a whole.

Vicar - Bryan Knapp             169 Maidstone Road     833917

Minister - Sharon Lovelock   41 Estridge Way, Tonbridge       01732 365395

Reader     Brian Banks           833373
Reader     Peter Hungerford-Welch      833035
Reader     Stephen Pagany         834904
Reader     Hilary Sutton         834090

Warden    Carol Barnett         834814
Warden

Operations Manager Steve Talmage         837617

Church Council   Carl Warren         833774
Secretary

Contact Editor   Peter Hungerford-Welch           833035
Contact Distribution Linda Hobbs         832695

Organist/Choir Leader  Tatyana Angelova        07581 569016

Fair Trade Shop   Katharine Garland        724542

Hall Bookings   bookings@standrewspw.org.uk     837617

St Andrew’s Church, Maidstone Road, Paddock Wood, Kent TN12 6DZ

T: (01892) 837617
E: office@standrewspw.org.uk
www.standrewspw.org.uk

Registered Charity No. 1137783

mailto:bookings@standrewspw.org.uk
mailto:bookings@standrewspw.org.uk
mailto:bookings@standrewspw.org.uk
www.standrewspworg.uk
www.standrewspworg.uk


WHERE’S MY OTHER HALF?
Can you pair up two 4-letter words to make ten 8-letter words?

WORM
PLEA

DISC
GRAM

FORE

SING

ABLE

BEAR

REST
HAND

LINE MONO

GLOW
DASH CAST

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

LOSE

VASE

RAIN
SLAP
BACK


