SESSION 3: Relationships
Notes for group leaders

The topics that are being explored in this and the following sessions are ones that affect
people deeply and personally. It will be especially important not to make assumptions
about each other’s life stories or convictions, and to remember that these conversations
may be much more difficult for some than others. It may be helpful to remind the group
of the commitments that the course invites people to make, as well as the pastoral
principles that are introduced at the beginning of each session.
Remember to prepare the group for the story films (see below), allowing space after each
of them is shown, as they may trigger a strong emotional response.

Overview of the session
•

Pastoral Principle:

acknowledging prejudice

•

Story film:

Laura & Stephen
A married couple with two young children

•

Learning together:

friendship

•

Bible study:

Matthew 19.1-12

•

Story film:

Julie & Alice
Two women living together in a longstanding relationship

•

Learning together:

marriage

•

Reflection and prayer

The following notes relate to the interactive elements at the end of each of the sections.
Discussing together: friendship

Allow 15 minutes for this discussion.
Begin by inviting people to share what struck them about the session so far.
Here are some questions to get the group discussion going:
•

Think about some of your closest friends. What makes for a good friendship?

•

What might hold you back from making close friendships?

•

How do you respond to what Jesus said about friendship (John 15.13)?
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Bible study: Matthew 19.1-12

Relationships, friendship and marriage

Allow about 15 minutes for this discussion.
Invite the group to share their thoughts on the Bible reading and reflections. Use these
questions as appropriate to help the group to explore questions of relationships,
friendship and marriage:
•

What strikes you about this passage in Matthew’s gospel?

•

How does Jesus’ teaching about marriage, divorce and eunuchs help us with our
discussions about relationships and friendship?

Discussing together: thinking about relationships and marriage

Allow about 15 minutes for this discussion.
It’s important to remember that there may be questions of relationships, singleness,
marriage and divorce among members of the group that are not known to others. As
leader, you will need to listen out for comments that may be insensitive or hurtful, and to
encourage mutual respect and gentleness in the conversations.
One way to begin the discussion is by inviting people to share any new understanding
that the session has brought to light.
Here are some questions for the group to consider, as appropriate:
•

What stood out for you in this session about marriage? What provoked a strong
reaction in you?

•

What do you think about relationships, marriage and the church?

Reflection and prayer

Different groups have different ways of praying and ending their time together. Feel free
to find ways of praying and concluding that feels natural for the group.
It may be appropriate to let the group know what pastoral support is available locally in
case this or any of the other sessions have raised difficult issues for individuals.

2

