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Sunday Services - May 2021

Material for the June 2021 issue of Contact should be sent to
contact.magazine@standrewspw.org.uk by Sunday 9th May; but the
earlier the better! (If you do not have access to email please call
Vanessa Markham on 01892 832276).
The editor reserves the right to amend, curtail or refuse contributions.

St Andrew’s Church, Maidstone Road
Paddock Wood, Kent TN12 6DZ
Tel: (01892) 837617
Email: office@standrewspw.org.uk
www.standrewspw.org.uk

Office Opening Hours
Monday to Thursday:  9am - 12.30pm

2nd   9.00 am Holy Communion
10.30 am Holy Communion

 9th   9.00 am Church Lite
10.30 am Church Lite

16th   9.00 am Holy Communion
10.30 am Holy Communion
  4.45 pm Messy Church

23rd   9.00 am Morning Worship
10.30 am Morning Worship

30th   9.00 am Morning Worship
10.30 am Morning Worship

FAIR TRADE SHOP
OPENING TIMES

Tuesdays 2.00 - 4.00 pm
Fridays  10.00 am -12.30pm
Sundays  9.45 am - 10.30 am

How to book to attend a church service:
● Use Churchsuite (if you are signed up to that)

● Via the website: www.standrewspw.org.uk
click on the service you want to attend, enter your name into the
sign-up box and click confirm

● No Internet, then phone the Parish Office 01892 837617 by midday on
Monday
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I wonder how you are at speaking
different languages? Do you know how
to say ‘goodbye’ in Spanish for
example? It’s ‘Adios’. Then we have
‘Ciao’ in Italian, ‘Tschüs’ in German
and ‘Adieu’ in French.

This month in the Christian year we
have the very important days of
Ascension ( 13th May) and Pentecost
(23rd May). Jesus had appeared to
many in various places after his
resurrection. Now the time had come
to say goodbye. He was going to be
with the Father and reign over all
(Ascension).

In days gone by when people said
goodbye it meant ‘God be with you’.
May be for you it still does. What a
wonderful blessing to hold this
meaning in our minds as we say
goodbye.

As Jesus had told his followers to tell
others about him and then wasn’t
visible in their sight any more, they

may’ve been concerned that this was a
final goodbye.

Often we use other words that say
farewell but not in such a final way as
goodbye may suggest. We say ‘see you
later’ or ‘bye for now’, ‘see you later
alligator!’ is another one. I am sure you
will be able to think of more! This
works in other languages too, when
goodbye seems too final the words
used may be ‘Hasta luego’ (Spanish),
‘Arrivederchi’ (Italian), Auf
Wiedersehen’ (German) and Au revoir
(French)- all implying you will see the
other person again. To any language
experts reading- my apologies if I have
made any errors!

Jesus’ friends were told he would
indeed return. Jesus ‘goodbye’ was not
final.

Ten days later (Pentecost) as they
were gathered together the Holy Spirit

of God came upon them and among
them in wind and fire, bringing a
boldness and such a presence in their
lives that they just had to tell others

Thy kingdom come:
Ascension to Pentecost



May 2021 2

The Fair Trade Shop
Hooray! We are open!

As of the 12th April, we were finally allowed to open
the shop again and had our first day of opening on the
13th. If you have visited us since our reopening, you
will have seen that the shop has had a little makeover.

The renovations began the week before reopening,
with all the old units removed (due to be replaced with
new ones) and the carpet cleaned. It was amazing to see how much bigger the
room looked when it was completely empty! As I write, the work has yet to be
completed but in the meantime, here are some photos of the work in progress.
Next month, we will have some photos of the newly decorated shop to share
with you all. If you do visit us beforehand though, let us know what you think. A

big thank you to all who worked hard on the decorating
and preparing the shop for reopening again!

A reminder of our opening times:
Tuesdays 2pm – 4pm

Fridays 10am – 12:30pm
Sundays 9:45am – 10:30am
(between church services).

Please continue to see our website
and Facebook page for updates)

the good news of Jesus and his love for
all. They did this in languages others
could understand - they had been
given the gift to do this so that the
message of God’s love could be
understood by all those gathered in
Jerusalem.  They became devoted to
God (Father, Son and Spirit) and
devoted to each other. They became
Jesus’ hands and feet on the earth,
bringing in God’s kingdom of mercy
and of grace until he comes again.

Jesus never says goodbye to us. He
promises never to leave us. He is with

us today in the Holy Spirit. During the
11 days of 13th - 23rd why not join in
with Thy Kingdom Come, committing
to pray each day. We have many ideas
to help- please see inside for
information.

May the Spirit of the living God bless
us all as the first followers were
blessed, that we may be those who
share his transforming life and power
with others.

Sharon Lovelock
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All Covid-safe guidelines will be adhered to, so please
remember to wear a face covering when visiting.

If you don’t want to visit the shop just yet, don’t worry. You
can still order online following the link from our website
www.fairtradeshopstandrews.co.uk and select local delivery
(within 5 miles from the church) or collection by arrangement.

We are currently having a half-price sale on many of our food
items, including chocolate, biscuits, fruit juice and condiments. Most of the items
will be in the shop but some will be available online too. Why not take a look and
grab some bargains while stocks last.

We are also calling for donations of very good condition, good quality
Spring/Summer clothing for our ‘Nearly New’ section of the shop. Please
remember to only drop donations off during shop opening times. Thank you in
advance! If you have any queries or would like more information, please email us
at fairtradeshop@standrewspw.org.uk

Emily C

Alpha online!
Last year 9 of us from St Andrews and Tonbridge
Methodist joined in an  online Alpha course via Zoom.
Over  12 weeks  we looked at topics such as ‘Who is
Jesus’, ‘Why did Jesus  die?’ and ‘How does God guide us
today?’. We began with watching a video clip together on
the theme- we found these to be of great quality and
really inspiring. We then had 20-30 minutes or so of questions, discussion and
chat around the theme of the evening. There is no obligation to share, it is a safe
space in that sense - although we found as the course went on we had more and
more we wanted to talk about with one another! The course really did enable us
to feel reminded of the foundation of our faith and to move forward in our
discipleship. It is for those who have questions and are seeking, for those who
would describe themselves as ‘Christians’ and those who do not and would like
to discover more of what Christianity is all about. So it’s for everyone!

I am going to be running an Alpha course online again after Easter this year, to
begin in May sometime. Please do get in touch if you would like more
information or would like to come along. It’s one hour per session and it will be
one evening (to suit participants). Please contact Sharon on 07887 694355
(message, call, text) or email her at sharon.lovelock@methodist.org.uk.
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Thy Kingdom Come 2021
On May 13th - May 23rd 2021, join the global

wave of prayer calling Christians to pray
between Ascension and Pentecost for more

people to come to know the love and peace of
Jesus Christ.

During the 11 days of Thy Kingdom Come, it is hoped that everyone who takes
part will:

● Deepen their own relationship with Jesus Christ

● Pray for 5 friends or family to come to faith in Jesus

● Pray for the empowerment of the Spirit that we would be effective in our witness

After the very first Ascension Day the disciples gathered with Mary, constantly
devoting themselves to prayer while they waited for the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit at Pentecost. Like them, our reliance on the gift of the Holy Spirit is total –
on our own we can do nothing. Through the centuries Christians have gathered
at that time to pray for the coming of the Holy Spirit. ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ picks
up this tradition. Over the years more and more worshipping communities have
dedicated the days between Ascension and Pentecost to pray ‘Come Holy Spirit’.

We are praying that the Spirit will inspire and equip us to share the Good News
of Jesus Christ with our friends and families, our communities and networks. It
has been amazing how many varied ways there have been in which people from
every tradition have taken up this challenge. The effects have been remarkable. It
is our prayer that those who have not yet heard the Good News of Jesus Christ
and his love for the world will hear it for themselves, and respond and follow
Him. Specifically, we again invite each and every Christian across the globe to
pray that God’s Spirit might work in the lives of 5 friends who have not
responded with their ‘Yes’ to God’s call.

 “In praying 'Thy Kingdom Come' we all commit to playing our part in the renewal of
the nations and the transformation of communities." Archbishop Justin Welby

Thy Kingdom Come resources and ideas:
● Prayer Walk the Parish

At the start of Thy kingdom come on Ascension Day, 13th May, why not
sign up to walk and pray for the community? There will be some suggested
routes to walk, please keep a look out at church and on the website for
these. It may be you already walk a certain route each day- maybe on a
dog walk or as part of your daily routine- please take the opportunity to
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pray on this day in particular.  Maybe you already walk and pray which is
great!

● The new Prayer Journal and the 2021 Novena (entitled Praying the
Psalms from Ascension to Pentecost)  are available to download here:
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/resources/new-2021
We have been given copies of the Prayer Journal for you if you would like
a hard copy- please do let Bryan or myself know as soon as possible if
you’d like one. We would love to share this resource with you.

● ‘5 ways to pray’ produced by Methodist Church to encourage us and
give us ideas. You can find it here:
https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/20998/five-ways-to-pray-during-thy-
kingdom-come.pdf

● A Digital Family Prayer Adventure Map is available here:
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/resources/digital-family-prayer-
adventure-map Bryan also has copies of the family prayer adventure map
if you would like one.

● Cheeky Pandas - for families, there is also an 11-part children’s video
series – https://www.thykingdomcome.global/cheekypandas- packed with
Bible stories, prayers, animation, worship songs and interviews with special
guests including Adventurer, Bear Grylls, CBeebies Presenter Gemma
Hunt, Revd Nicky Gumbel (HTB and Alpha) and Pastor Agu and Shola
(Jesus House) to name a few.

● Thy Kingdom Come app - this award-winning app, available in nine
languages, will for the first time, include audio content from 24-7 Prayer’s
Lectio 365 with audio reflections from Pete Greig, Archbishop Justin and
24-7 Prayer GB UK Director, Carla Harding.

● Pray for 5 – a special mention of this from me. Whether you feel you
have a big faith or faith the size of a mustard seed, why not give praying for
5 friends/family members a go every day
between 13th-23rd May? It could be for 5
minutes for 5 people, just 1 minute each (
or a lot longer of course!)- you could
write their names where you will see
them every day as a reminder. You could
let them know you will be praying, maybe
they will have some specific things going
on in their lives they would like prayer
for.

Rev Sharon
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Paddock Wood businesses get boost
from “Say ‘Hi!’ to your High Street”
campaign
Local residents and visitors are to be encouraged to support the shops, cafes,
pubs, and salons in Paddock Wood when the coronavirus restrictions ease in a
campaign by Tunbridge Wells Borough Council.

‘Say Hi to your High Street’ aims to encourage people to support local
businesses in four of the Borough’s high streets of Paddock Wood, Cranbrook,
Southborough and Hawkhurst once non-essential shops, health and wellbeing,
leisure and hospitality services are allowed to open again.

The goals are to encourage people to shop safely and locally, to attract new
visitors, to restore confidence and ultimately boost footfall and spend,
emphasising our wonderfully diverse local high streets to help ensure their
viability as places to shop, relax and explore.

“We are looking forward to welcoming back safely all our loyal customers and
many new customers too. We have many measures in place to ensure you can
shop safely with us again and re-discover the pleasure of REAL shopping,”
commented Richard Barsley of Barsley’s Department Store and a member of
Paddock Wood Business Association.

‘Say Hi to your High Street’ will run for 10 weeks after the reopening of non-
essential shops in April, with two focus weekends on Paddock Wood.  8-9 May
will be a Spotlight on Paddock Wood weekend, including a video showcasing

what Paddock Wood has to offer presented by
former BBC South East presenter, Rob Smith,
delivered across social media. 29-30 May will
feature a treasure hunt in the town with shoppers
encouraged to find the clues in different stores.

“I can’t wait to be able to get out and enjoy
visiting some real places again! Buying things online
is convenient - but actually meeting up with
friends, having a coffee, rummaging around and

finding an unexpected gift or a bargain – it’s all so much more meaningful in real
life than just viewed through a computer screen. We need to support out local
shops, and restaurants and cafes, because they are what gives a place its unique
flavour, and makes it memorable and meaningful,” Rob Smith commented.
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‘Say Hi to your High Street’ will also be promoted through PR campaigns, social
media, advertising and local influencers, with My Tunbridge Wells featuring two
blogs on Paddock Wood.

Any trader wishing to be involved should email Siobhan Stirling of Sharp Minds
Communications, who are co-ordinating the campaign:
siobhan@sharpminds.agency

Tonbridge & Malling Ramblers
Our friendly group is one of 13
Ramblers groups in Kent and part of
the national Ramblers walking
organisation. We offer a variety of
group walks, mostly on Sunday
mornings with additional mid-week
rambles each month. Our walks are
usually circular and about 5-6 miles in
duration. We explore the beautiful
Kent countryside from different
starting points within the Tonbridge
and Malling area and, occasionally,
further afield. New members are
welcome, as are those wishing to try
us out before joining Ramblers.

Group walks restarted on
Wednesday 14th April, subject to
the national lockdown roadmap
and Ramblers  walking
guidelines.
To find out how you can join one of
our upcoming walks, please
email info@tonbridgeandmallingramble
rs.org.uk. Or take a look at our
website: http://www.tonbridgeandmalli
ngramblers.org.uk.

Looking after our
footpaths
We try to ensure that public footpaths
within Tonbridge & Malling are readily

accessible to all walkers. We have
footpath observers in each parish who
report issues such as broken stiles and
gates; broken or missing footpath
signs; fallen trees and other
obstructions. If you are out walking
and encounter a problem, please do
raise an alert. You can do this by
logging the fault on the Kent Country
Council website (search for ‘KCC
public rights of way’) or by emailing
details (with photo and path
number/location)
to info@tonbridgeandmallingramblers.
org.uk.

 I know some of you would like to list
walk details, especially if they are in
your parish. Unfortunately, as all walks
are now limited in numbers and must
be booked for contact tracing
purposes, we are still not publishing a
forward programme. I’m sorry about
this but we cannot risk people just
turning up; we would have to turn
them away.
Many thanks and regards

Nicola Brown
Publicity rep for Tonbridge &

Malling Ramblers
07709 334 871
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Hymn Corner
“All Things Bright and Beautiful”

I’d like to begin a little series discussing the history, theology and some
interesting facts about one of my favourite facets of worship: hymns. As spring is
upon us, “All Things Bright and Beautiful” seems like an appropriate place to
start!

This great hymn was written by an Irishwoman
named Cecil Frances Alexander in 1848. Married to
the Archbishop of Armagh, she was influenced by
the Oxford Movement, which sought to
reintroduce old High Church traditions largely
absent since the Reformation to Anglicanism. She
also penned “There is a Green Hill Far Away” and
the Christmas favourite, “Once in Royal David’s
City”.

“All Things Bright and Beautiful” was intended as a hymn “for little children” and
has only one overarching theme: God made everything. It joyfully lists natural
wonders. People have long debated precisely which Irish hill was “the purple
headed mountain” from the fourth verse!

But to dismiss this as merely childish does it a disservice. Its lyrics are unfussy,
but its key idea – “the Lord God made them all” – is an allusion to Psalm 104, and
the words “all creatures great and small” were originally inspired by lines from
Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s The Rime of the Ancient Mariner before becoming the
title of the TV series about James Herriot!

Furthermore, that God made “all things wise and wonderful” is the conclusion of
the teleological argument, an influential philosophical argument for the existence
of God. Fifty years before “All Things Bright and Beautiful” was written, the Rev’d
William Paley (with whose work Alexander was possibly familiar) wrote a famous
thought experiment based on the teleological argument: the watchmaker analogy.

Imagine you find a watch lying on the ground. The clockwork is complex. If the
pieces weren’t so precisely fitted, the watch would be useless! You don’t know
where this watch came from, but Paley says everyone must agree that this watch
didn’t appear by chance. The wind didn’t randomly blow the bits of glass and
metal together. It must have been designed deliberately by an expert
watchmaker. The argument goes that if we know an intricate watch had a
designer, the human body is much more intricate still, and so we know it also
must have an incredibly intelligent designer: God.
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In 1848, Paley’s argument was persuasive to many
people. However, in 1859, Charles Darwin
published On the Origin of Species, detailing his theory of
evolution by natural selection which explains how
biological complexity arises naturally within organisms
over time. Darwin didn’t reject the existence of a
“Creator”, though the implications of his theory, which
brought him into conflict with the Church at the time,
caused him inner turmoil. This was shown in the 2009 film Creation by Darwin
fretfully listening to the creationist lyrics of “All Things Bright and Beautiful”.

Alexander’s rustic bucolic hymn reflects, then, the scientific and religious ideas of
her time, as well as its social attitudes. Nowadays, we may be sceptical of the
rarely sung third verse: “the rich man in his castle, the poor man at his gate, God
made them, high and lowly, and ordered their estate.” This endorses the class
system and the extreme poverty of the Victorian era as divinely ordained. For
that, she received opposition even then.

Peter Hammerton

Photo by Josh Redd on Unsplash

Paddock Wood Bowls Club
(Located to rear of Putlands Sports and Leisure Centre)
www.paddockwoodbowlsclub.co.uk
Weekly roll ups Monday & Friday - Pre-booked Guests welcome

BOWLS’ BIG WEEKEND 2021
Friday 28th to Monday 31st May

Everyone welcome – if you have played and want to join a thriving club,
or if you have never played before but fancy giving it a try. All

equipment provided. Flat sole shoes required, trainers ideal and our
friendly members teach you the basics and help you develop your skills.
See website for details www.paddockwoodbowlsclub.co.uk or contact

Dougie on 07790 506290. Pre booking essential.

Answers to Six In A Circle

1) Chisel
2) Jigsaw

3) Mallet
4) Pliers

5) Reamer
6) Roller

Extra Word:
Hammer
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At the beginning of April, we held a Good Friday All-Age service on Zoom, at
which several families took part – opening Easter Eggs, helping with the story-
telling (thank you to Matt, Oscar & Bertie) and taking part in different crafts
whilst looking at the Easter Story.

We also helped with online Holiday Club – Let’s Go! –
which we did in conjunction with children & youth workers
from various churches in Tonbridge.  We produced videos
which the children and families could watch in their own
time which included a Story, Exercises, Crafts, Songs and
Challenges.  We then suggested different activities for the
families to do each afternoon of the Holiday Club – a
Scavenger Hunt, where they had go and find different items
in the neighbourhood, a Crafternoon where they could
choose their own craft to do, and a Bake-Off where they
were given the challenge to bake something!

Sarah has managed to get back to face-to-face sessions with the young people on
Tuesday evenings at Pathfinders and on Wednesday
evenings with New Gen. The groups are both on the
lookout for adult volunteers to get involved, so please
speak to Sarah if you would be interested in joining the
team, it’s great fun.

Hanna and Sarah have also started their Sunday
Groups at church again, trying initially both groups
together. All activities are still socially distanced of
course, we are looking forward to being able to do
Messy Church in person again on May 16th.

We look forward to seeing you in person soon!
A Tall Tree!
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Fruitfulness on
the frontline:
weekly short
reflections
Many of you have taken part in the Lent course, thank you for encouraging one
another to be fruitful for God wherever we find ourselves day by day by
continuing to consider the 6 M’s:

● Modelling Godly Character
● Making Good Work
● Ministering Grace & Love
● Moulding Culture
● Being a Mouthpiece for Truth & Justice
● And a Messenger of the Gospel

Every Monday the London Institute for Contemporary Christianity (LICC) invite
you to receive a short reflection on a passage from the Bible, with a frontline
focus.

Theologians have sometimes compared the Bible to a pair of glasses:
we look through Scripture as through a set of lenses to see God, the
world around us, and ourselves more clearly. The weekly Bible reflections,
available via email, help you to apply a passage of Scripture to your everyday
ordinary life: at home, in the workplace, or wherever you are. They come in
separate series, written by LICC staff or outside experts, and are based on a
variety of themes, biblical books, or liturgical seasons.

Sign up is available here and is a great way to continue
on from the Lent course, to begin to consider
fruitfulness for the first time or to begin Bible study in a
contemporary way:

https://licc.org.uk/ourresources/word-for-the-week/



 12 May 2021

Debt Respite Scheme
‘Breathing Space’
 What is Breathing Space?
The Government is introducing a new Debt Respite Scheme on 4 May 2021. The
scheme gives eligible people with problem debt, including those experiencing
mental health problems, legal protection from action by their creditors for a
period of time, known as ‘Breathing Space’.

How does it work?
There are 2 types of breathing space: a standard breathing space and a mental
health crisis breathing space.  A standard breathing space is available to any client
with problem debt.  It protects them from creditor action for up to 60 days,
pausing most enforcement action or contact from creditors and freezing most
interest and charges on their debts.  A mental health crisis breathing space is only
for clients who are certified by an Approved Mental Health Professional.

Can anyone access Breathing Space?
The scheme can only be accessed through a debt advice provider, which has been
authorised by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) to provide debt counselling.
We are registered with the FCA and the Insolvency Service to put people into
the scheme.  We have experienced debt advisers ready to help you.

How do I get help?
Our offices are OPEN and we are offering face to face advice (appointments and
drop-ins) Monday to Friday, 9:30 – 1:30.  We are also offering telephone and
video appointments or email advice if you are unable to attend our offices.  If you
need advice about the ‘Breathing Space’ scheme or anything else, contact:

info@pwadvice.org | 01892 838619
Paddock Wood Community Advice Centre | 94 Commercial Road
Paddock Wood TN12 6DP | info@pwadvice.org | 01892 838619
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A Scouse Hack
Looks Back
On leaving school, how many of us knew exactly
what career they wanted to follow? I certainly
didn't. I saw myself as a concert pianist, a
Shakespearean actress or even another Van Gogh.
Considering my piano playing was restricted to
little more than Chopsticks, acting to crowd scenes
and art to naughty images of my teachers, all were
pipe dreams.

Instead, I married, produced three children and
wrote the odd Letter to the Editor.  Never
expecting any payment, I once received the paltry sum of ten shillings and
sixpence (in today's money fifty-two and a half pence). My response was short,
but not very sweet: 'If that's all you can afford:' I suggested. 'Give it to charity.'
The editor called my bluff and invited me to his office: 'for a chat,' he suggested.
Ouch. Having loaded the gun, I had to fire the bullet.

Editorial offices were then based near Liverpool, where I lived at the time.  I
went to see him, he liked my style and offered to train me as a journalist. If after
six months it worked out, he'd keep me on and double my salary. If it didn't, he'd
fire me there and then. Agreed? Agreed!  Scotsman Rennie McOwan was that
sort of man. He took me on, gave me intensive training and the rest, as they say,
is history.

It was a turbulent start. For that first assignment, he threw me right in at the
deep end. 'Go and interview the prime minister,' came the order.  Harold
Wilson was in town at the time, staying at the Adelphi Hotel and we met in the
foyer over afternoon tea. My interviewee wasn't at all like I'd expected. With his
pipe resting on the table and the Gannex hanging on the door behind him he was
surprisingly avuncular. His whole demeanour suggested that he'd tuned into my
nervousness. He was also astute enough to pick up on the fact that I was not
remotely interested in politics.

Giving me a warm smile, he asked how long I'd been in journalism. I hesitated.
Should I bite the bullet, own up to being a newbie, or bluff my way through?  I
knew that this man was far too clever to be taken in so there was no alternative.
My entire career was likely to depend on the outcome of our chat, I told him.
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Suddenly pensive, he picked up the pipe, chewed a
bit more and gave me the sort of look I can only
describe as benevolent. Then he poured us each
another cup and suggested we make a deal. If I let
him read my copy before submission, he'd correct
any falsehoods or misunderstandings and remove
sections he didn't like. That really put me in a
spot.  The first rule in journalism is that you
never, ever, let an interviewee read copy before
publication but at the same time Mr. McOwan
was a stickler for accuracy. What should I do?
Noticing my hesitancy, he suggested we make a pact. 'Nobody need ever know,
you have my word.... our secret, yes?'

To cut a long story short, I agreed to his terms, he kept his word, and the Editor
loved the end result, spreading it all over the page, complete with pictures. Mr
Wilson and I subsequently became friends (still never discussing politics), meeting
up from time to time when he visited his Huyton constituency. He even
suggested I might like to interview his wife Mary for the Woman's Page, which I
did over afternoon tea again in the same hotel. She was delightful, and on that
occasion neither asked to read my copy before submission.  Those two
interviews marked a turning point in my career, and I shall be eternally grateful
to the couple who made it so.

Member of Parliament for Huyton from 1950 to 1983 and Prime Minister twice
(1964 – 1970 and 1974 – 1976), Mr. Wilson died in 1995 aged 79. Mary Wilson
was the first Prime Minister's wife to become a centenarian. She was 102 when
she died in June last year.

And Rennie McOwan? After four years editing The Universe, he returned to
Scotland to his first love: that of mountain climbing. He also wrote several books
for both children and adults: mainly on travel. He died in 2018, aged eighty-five.

Then there was Norman St John Stevas, Baron St John of Fawsley. Conservative
politician, and author, he was also Leader of the House of Commons during the
premiership of Margaret Thatcher. Curiously, we ran columns alongside each
other in a local religious paper. He wrote about life in politics, I about life in the
playpen. His words were academic and profound, mine light and fluffy.*1 He
dealt with serious issues of the day, I with serious issues of the night.

I particularly remember him as a snazzy dresser, with a penchant for pink.
Writer, academic and man of unique style he referred to Margaret Thatcher, the
then Prime Minister, as The Blessed Margaret. His words caused much
amusement when interviewed during the satirical TV programme TW3. Asked
by David Frost about the colour of the shirt he was wearing for the programme,

The Monica Interviews!
Harold Wilson
Mary Wilson
Norman St John Stevas
Norman Wisdom
Ken Dodd
Mollie Sugden
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his surprise response was: 'Crushed cardinal.'*2 Norman St John Stevas died in
2012 aged eighty-three, and David Frost died in 2013 aged seventy-four.

Another Norman with whom I was then familiar was the ever-popular film star
Norman Wisdom. He really unnerved me when he fell off his chair during our
interview. I later discovered that he often did that to test the reaction of
interviewees. Rolling about the floor laughing and apologising, his was certainly a
chat to remember.

Some years later, we met again, this time on the Isle of Man, where he lived.
There to report on the thrills and spills of the TT races, I was en route to
Noble's Hospital when we literally bumped into each other. He remembered me,
updated me for another interview and this time, thankfully played it straight. He
died in 2010, aged 85.*3

Liverpudlian Ken Dodd invited me to interview him at his country club. Further
away than I had anticipated, for the last few yards I had to kick off my ridiculously
high heels. My intention was to put them back on again before reaching the

clubhouse door. Instead, Ken and two of his Diddymen came
to greet me, noticed my predicament and never let me
live it down. But he was a kind and generous man.

Shortly after that encounter, he treated me to a
lovely lunch in the Adelphi. This time, the
Diddymen stayed at home and he took me by
complete surprise when he spoke of the
enjoyment he gained from solving mathematical
problems. Ken died in 2018, aged 90.

And finally... who could ever forget Mrs
Slocombe, from the TV series Are You Being

Served?  My interview with actress Mollie Sugden
was going well until she showed me a picture of two

little boys, about whom she spoke warmly. I could see Robin
and Simon were twins. 'Gorgeous,' I observed. 'Your grandchildren?' 'My
children,' she snapped. Oops. Our cosy little chat came to a sudden end.

By Monica Laker

References

*1 'Bluffing was not an option', Third Age Matters, issue 37, summer 2019, page 66

*2That Was the Week That Was,' The Guardian, March 5, 2012

*3 'Monica Keeton reminisces about the wonderful and gifted people she worked with.'
Posts and Echoes, LDP &E Network 2017, page 50
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St Andrew’s Coffee Shop
We are pleased to be able to tell you that, subject to Government restrictions
being lifted, we aim to re-open the Coffee Shop every Tuesday from:

Tuesday 18th May from 10.30 - 12 noon.
We will, once again, meet in the Wallis Room, in a Covid secure way.  We will
ask you to sanitise your hands, sign in (for track and trace purposes) and to wear
a face mask at any time you are not sitting down at a table.  We will come and
take your order and bring it to you.  Hopefully, the weather will be much
warmer and if it is fine, we will have a table or two outside.

This last lockdown has been hard for all of us and it will be great to get back to
meeting others for a chat in friendly surroundings, not to mention having lovely
coffee and delicious home-made cake.  If you have been struggling during this
time and would like to chat about this or even have a more in-depth discussion,
this is just the place to come as you will find someone there with a listening ear.
Do please come and make yourself known.

We look forward to seeing you in May!

St Andrew’s COFFEE SHOP

The Coffee Shop has reopened!
From 18th May we meet in The Wallis Room

on Tuesdays from 10.30 am to 12 noon.

We have taken measures to make sure
that it is as safe as possible for you to visit.

We would love to see you one Tuesday!
Do join us for a Cafetiere of coffee £1.60,

Pot of tea £1.00 and
Home Made Cake £1.20
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Joy and Happiness - the
same? Part 1
When Dolly Parton decided to launch
her solo career in 1974, she wrote a
‘goodbye’ song in tribute to her
mentor, Porter Wagoner, with whom
she had formed one of country music’s
most popular duos spanning seven
years. That song (“I Will Always Love
You) became a number 1 hit in the
country charts. The lyrics included the
line: “I wish you joy and happiness”.
Forty-seven years later, during an
interview she gave to a US magazine in
January this year, she said that she and
Porter “kind of had a love-hate
relationship but did truly care about
each other”. Hmmn.

In March this year, The Times carried
this headline: “Lewis Hamilton
motivated by pursuit of happiness, not
F1 titles”. Hamilton, worth £224m
according to the Sunday Times 2020
Rich List, declared that his
“enjoyment” of Formula 1, rather than
winning an eighth world title, would be
his motivation for staying in the sport
beyond the 2021 season. A cynic might
add that it helps to have that sort of
wealth behind you to not care about
winning another world championship.
It is interesting to note that when (Sir)
Lewis won his sixth F1 title in 2019, he
declared that he was “somewhere far
above Cloud Nine. It’s a lot, lot more
happy. It’s naturally just pure
happiness.”

I daresay that all of us would, at some
point in our lives, have experienced
both sets of emotions - joy and
happiness- which felt at times like
being on a rollercoaster ride. Are they
two sides of the same coin? Or are
they different? If so, in what way? Can
you have one without the other? Does
one’s happiness depend on which
country one lives in? These questions
have been exercising my thoughts
recently, particularly as some of my
friends have told me that they
continue to experience ‘lockdown
blues’ through enforced isolation away
from family and friends (who hasn’t?).
Some have been keeping diaries to
record the effect events have had on
their emotions and wellbeing during

the pandemic.

Thanks to the media, we would all
have seen (and heard) the expressions
of pure joy and happiness on the faces
of many people when some of the
lockdown restrictions began to be
lifted in the UK in March and April.
The prospect of further relaxation of
the rules later this month, and in June,
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has heightened the anticipation of
many at the prospect of more joy and
happiness to come.

Let’s briefly consider some aspects of
each emotion, starting with happiness.
Scientists, economists and
philosophers have defined happiness
through the ages as a combination of
different things, among them health,
wealth, companionship and security.
Aristotle said that happiness is the
highest good. The “the pursuit of
happiness” is an inalienable right in the
American constitution.

Many organisations attempt to
measure happiness. The best known is
the Sustainable Development Solutions
Network (SDSN), which produces an
annual Happiness Report, ranking 149
countries by how happy their citizens
perceive themselves to be, not how
happy statisticians think they should
be. The results of the 2021 World
Happiness Report, sponsored by the
UN, were released in time for the
United Nation’s annual International
Day of Happiness on March 20. The
2021 report focuses on the effects of
COVID-19 and how people all over
the world have fared.

As one of the co-authors of the report
stated, “The World Happiness Report
2021 reminds us that we must aim for
wellbeing rather than mere wealth,
which will be fleeting indeed if we
don’t do a much better job of
addressing the challenges of sustainable
development.”

In case you are wondering, Finland was
again ranked the happiest country out

of the 149 countries surveyed. The UK
ranked 17th, down from 13th last year,
perhaps reflecting how we felt as a
result of being under lockdown for
most of 2020, and of losing loved ones
and friends to Covid. The findings in
the report are for discussion another
time, but you can read the report for
yourself
(https://worldhappiness.report).

So, is happiness all that it’s cracked up
to be? Why is happiness the measuring
stick we use for the way we feel about
our lives? Can Covid-19 stop us from
not being happy?

I don’t have all the answers, but what I
do know is that happiness can only get
you so far because of its limitations.
Why? Here are three (of many)
reasons:

▪ happiness vanishes quickly-
someone once said that
happiness is not an attainable
constant. e.g., a change in our
financial circumstances; a serious
health issue; disappointment
when a plan falls through, and
even a change in the weather,
could precipitate a change in
happiness;

▪ happiness is dependent on
circumstances and people-
happiness depends on
happenings, and many people
tend to rely on others to keep
them happy;

Aristotle said that happiness
is the highest good.
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Paddock Wood & District:
Lions Big Heart Spring Giveaway
The pandemic has proved challenging for everyone in many ways
and in Paddock Wood & District Lions Club, we believe in
developing support in our communities. Throughout the year we respond to
requests to provide funding and support to all sorts of organisations, families and
individuals. But we want to go further and we need to hear from you.

We are launching our first "Lions Big Heart Spring Giveaway". We have a pot of
up to £3000 to spend across a range of projects, ideas, and people.

Is your organisation/club/society looking to start things up again? Do you need
some money to kickstart or support a community idea or project? Do you know
of anyone who has fallen on hard times and needs a helping hand?

We will consider any requests for funding from any area we cover and up to any
amount. All you need to do is tell us what the funding is for, how it will help,
how much you need and your contact details. You can email us
at enquiries@paddockwoodlions.co.uk, send us a private message on Facebook
at Paddock Wood & District Lions Club or call us on 0345 833 9564.

We cover Brenchley, Capel, Collier Street, East Peckham, Five Oak Green,
Goudhurst, Horsmonden, Lamberhurst, Marden, Matfield, Paddock Wood,
Staplehurst and Yalding.

To note, each application will be assessed by the Club on its merit. The Club reserves
the right to reject the proposal or amend the amount approved.

▪ happiness is at times high
maintenance and difficult to
sustain- e.g., there have been so
many stories of how hard
parents have found it to keep
their children happy while home

schooling during lockdown.
Besides, not everyone wakes up
each day feeling happy, do they?

Part 2 in the June edition

Carl Warren

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS
Funerals
25th March          Joan Caroline Trinder        Age 95



Diary Dates

9 am Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays Parish Prayer
in The Wallis Room

4th May   7:15 pm Pathfinders Return
13th - 23rd May    Thy Kingdom Come
16th May   2:30 pm Monthly Prayer Meeting
18th May   10:30 am Coffee Shop Opens

For information about joining
Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers

 Telephone Jo Hillas-Smith on 01892 838660

For information about joining
Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers

 email: pwdistrictcommissioners@outlook.com

 20 May 2021

Children and Youth Contact Details
Children & Families Worker

Little Pickles

Hanna Rosser

Mondays (term time)

01892 837617 / 07775 854129

9.45 am - 11.30 am
Voyagers Sunday mornings 10.00 am

Youth Worker Sarah-Joy Woodcock 01892 837617
Survivors Sunday mornings 10.00 am
Pathfinders (age 11 - 14) Tuesdays (term time) 7.15 pm
New Gen (age 15+) Wednesday evenings

New Gen from 7.300 pm

Parish Safeguarding Reps
safeguarding@standrewspw.org.uk

Carol Williams
Felicity Lusted

07955 804104



Who to contact
CONTACT is published each month by the Anglican and Methodist Church of St
Andrew, Paddock Wood.  Views expressed in CONTACT are not necessarily
those of the church as a whole.

Vicar - Bryan Knapp             169 Maidstone Road     833917

Minister - Sharon Lovelock   41 Estridge Way, Tonbridge       01732 365395

Reader     Brian Banks           833373
Reader     Peter Hungerford-Welch      833035
Reader     Stephen Pagany         834904
Reader     Hilary Sutton         834090

Warden    Carol Barnett         834814
Warden     Keith Rosser              07979 520278

Operations Manager Steve Talmage         837617

Church Council   Carl Warren         833774
Secretary

Contact Editor   Vanessa Markham             832276
Contact Distribution Linda Hobbs         832695

Organist/Choir Leader  Tatyana Angelova        07581 569016

Fair Trade Shop   Katharine Garland        724542

Hall Bookings   bookings@standrewspw.org.uk     837617

St Andrew’s Church, Maidstone Road, Paddock Wood, Kent TN12 6DZ

T: (01892) 837617
E: office@standrewspw.org.uk
www.standrewspw.org.uk

Registered Charity No. 1137783



WORD SUDOKU
Fill in the rest of the grid.  Each column, row and box must

contain one each of the nine letters shown in the grid.
One row or column will spell out a word.

M L

H L B N O T M

O T L

L H N

M Y I N L

Y M I

B H L

Y H T L M I B

L O

E A I

N A M L

I E C

I E U

A L R U E I

E N R

L M N

R M E U

A L U


